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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority based on an 
application filed in Australia on 4/15/2003. It is noted, however, that applicant has not 
filed a certified copy of the 2003901786 application as required by 35 U.S.C. 1 19(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-3, 5, 10-11, and 15, 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kirk (GB 2,083,935) in view of Adams (US 2003/0114215). 

Re claim 1: Kirk discloses a spinning reel type gaming machine (Figs. 1-2), the gaming 
machine providing a base game in which images of symbols are spun up on a plurality 
of reels to present on a display a matrix of symbols (Fig. 2) and, if a winning event 
occurs in the base game, including the occurrence of a winning combination of symbols 
along at least one of the pay lines, the gaming machine awards a prize (Page 2, lines 
30-35), and wherein on the occurrence of a bonus feature triggering event during play of 
the base game (Page 2, lines 35-37), the gaming machine provides at least one bonus 
feature (Page 1, lines 83-90), and wherein a player of the gaming machine is 
constrained to wager a single amount on each play of the base game without choice of 
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other wagering options (Page 2, lines 20-27), the wager providing eligibility to all pay 
lines of the game and eligibility to the at least one bonus feature (Page 2, lines 20-46) 
However, Kirk fails to disclose a non-square matrix of symbols, and in which at least five 
distinct pay lines are defined across the reels. Adams discloses such (Fig. 3; Para. 
0009). Kirk also fails to discloses of there being no ante-bet for the at least one bonus 
feature, wherein play of the base game and at least one bonus feature on the gaming 
machine tailored for a player based on the single amount of the wager allowed at the 
gaming machine. However, Adams discloses of a single wagering unit activating a 
plurality of pay lines(Abstract) as well as a modern multi- line gaming machine that does 
allow the player to activate all pay lines with a single wager because it is less time 
consuming (paras. 0007 and 0009). 

Therefore, in view of Adams, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to include the aforementioned limitations in order 
to vary the display, the number of reels, and the number of pay lines. Another 
motivation to combine Kirk and Adams is that wagering on modern multi-line gaming 
machines can be time consuming. Therefore, it would be convenient to players to 
simplify the process by allowing players to bet on all pay lines with a single wager as 
disclosed in paragraphs 0007 and 0009 of Adams. 

Re claims 2, 5, 11, 15, and 18: Kirk discloses wherein there is only one button which 
initiates a play of the base game (Page 2, line 26). 
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Re claim 3: Kirk discloses a spinning reel type gaming machine as claimed in claim 1 
wherein the display is a video display unit displaying simulations of spinning reels (Page 
1, lines 69-71). 

Re claims 10 and 17: Kirk discloses a gaming machine having a display (Fig. 2) and a 
game controller arranged to control images displayed on the display (Page 2, lines 20- 
25), the gaming machine being arranged to play an underlying game in which a prize is 
paid when a predetermined combination of symbols is displayed in a predetermined 
arrangement of symbol locations displayed on the display (Page 2, lines 30-35), and 
wherein a player is constrained to wager a single amount on each play of the underlying 
game (Page 2, lines 20-27) which provides eligibility to win the prize for all 
arrangements of symbol locations for which the prize may be paid, as well as eligibility 
to at least one bonus feature provided in the game (Page 1 , lines 83-90) without choice 
of other wagering options (Page 2, lines 20-46). 

However, Kirk fails to disclose arranged to display on the display a plurality of symbols 
in an array of n rows and m columns, where n and m are at least 3 and unequal, and 
there being at least five arrangements of symbol locations for which the prize may be 
paid. Adams discloses such (Fig. 3; Para. 0009). Kirk also fails to discloses of there 
being no ante-bet for the at least one bonus feature, wherein play of the base game and 
at least one bonus feature on the gaming machine tailored for a player based on the 
single amount of the wager allowed at the gaming machine. However, Adams discloses 
of a single wagering unit activating a plurality of pay lines(Abstract) as well as a modern 
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multi- line gaming machine that does allow the player to activate all pay lines with a 
single wager because it is less time consuming (paras. 0007 and 0009). 
Therefore, in view of Adams, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to include the aforementioned limitations in order 
to vary the display, the number of reels, and the number of pay lines. Another 
motivation to combine Kirk and Adams is that wagering on modern multi-line gaming 
machines can be time consuming. Therefore, it would be convenient to players to 
simplify the process by allowing players to bet on all pay lines with a single wager as 
disclosed in paragraphs 0007 and 0009 of Adams. 

4. Claims 4, 7-9, 12-14, and 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kirk/Adams, and further in view of Vancura (US 6,033,307). The 
teachings of Kirk/Adams have been discussed above. 

Re Claim 4, 12, and 19: Kirk/Adams fails to disclose that the bonus game contains a 
progressive prize. 

Vancura teaches a bonus game (20) with a progressive'jackpot award (Fig. 1 ; Col. 13, 
Lines 1-20). 

Therefore, in view of Vancura, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify Kirk/Adams' gaming machine to include 
a progressive jackpot prize for players who participate in the bonus rounds in order to 
increase a player's excitement and interest in the gaming machine and its bonus 
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features due to a larger jackpot. 

Re Claim 7-9, 1 3-14, and 20-21 : Kirk/Adams fails to disclose that the bonus game is a 
series of free games/plays and that the winnings in the bonus rounds are increased 
compared to the payouts in the underlying game. 

Vancura teaches a bonus game (20) that is played until a losing symbol appears in the 
bonus game and the bonus game offers multipliers and increased winnings for the 
player (Fig. 1; Col. 11, Lines 7-10; Col. 13, Lines 66-67; Col. 14, Lines 1-3). 
Therefore, in view of Vancura, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify Kirk/Adams' gaming machine to include 
a series of free rounds/games offering increased winnings and multipliers in order to 
increase a player's interest and prolonged gaming activity at the gaming machine due to 
the opportunity to win a higher payout from the bonus games. 

5. Claims 6, 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kirk (GB 2,083,935) and Adams (US 2003/0114215) in further view of Muir (US 
2001/0016513). 

Re claims 6 and 16: Kirk and Adams fail to disclose of "gamble", "take win", "collect", 
and "reserve" buttons. 

However, Muir discloses of a slot machine (Para 1 ) that have a bank of buttons 
arranged on a midtrim for various operations of the machine (Para 23) as a means of 
retaining customer loyalty and attracting new customers(Para 2). 
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Therefore, in view of Muir, it would have been obvious to incorporate various 
operational buttons on the midtrim as a means of attracting new customers as taught by 
Muir. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 10/5/2007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant alleges that neither Kirk nor Adams nor Vancura appear to contain a teaching 
or a suggestion that a player playing the gaming machine is constrained to a wager a 
single amount on each play of the base game without choice of other wagering options. 
The Examiner disagrees. Adams discloses in the Abstract of how a single wagering unit 
activates a plurality of pay lines. In this case, a wagering unit can be viewed as the 
single amount wagered for play of the base game. While a wagering unit can consist of 
a plurality of credits, it is not the amount of credits being discussed but the fact that a 
wagering unit is still considered a single unit being wagered for play of a machine with a 
plurality of paylines activated. 

Applicant alleges that Vancura fails to disclose a series of free games. The Examiner 
disagrees. Vancura discloses of playing until a losing symbol appears in a bonus game 
(Col 11, Lines 7-10) which means the non-winning-symbol games played would 
therefore be free. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey K. Wong whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3003. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 8:30am-7:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hotaling can be reached on (571)272-4437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



